
Turning Lectures to Active Learning

Cara Putman, JD MBA
Clinical Associate Professor

Director the Brock-Wilson Center for Women in Business



Turning 
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Learning
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The Challenge
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Challenges:
• Law school in a semester
• Overwhelming
• Dense
• New language every week, if not every 

day

Opportunities
• Case based
• Practical
• Applications today and in future

The Course: MGMT 254
Introduction to Business Law
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The Experiment: MGMT 254H
Test Activities in Smaller Section 

Students needs to combine 
application and connection to 
understand why the law matters to 
their life today and into the future.
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Critical Thinking

“Idea to Death of a Company” + Teamwork

Communication: Oral and Written Teamwork

Online Research Application of the law Cradle to Grave
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-fmcc-wm-compapp/chapter/assignments/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.picserver.org/highway-signs2/b/bankruptcy.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Opportunities and Challenges 

 Now used in all sections
 Runs across the semester
 Specific activities in each 
 Graded primarily for 

participation

 Teamwork grade still being 
worked on

 Don’t want freeloading

 Link to download the 
simulation:
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What is one activity you 
can try in class this 
month or next semester?

Repeat over two 
semesters. 
Next year compile 
those into a 
simulation.
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Thank You
Cara Putman, JD MBA, cputman@purdue.edu
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